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DIREctOR�S NOtES

As a �lm major at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Chris �ompson had to plan, 
shoot, and edit his own short �lm. �e result, with Kyoko�s help, was Kyoko Naturally. 

Kyoko and Chris met in ���� while he was working on a documentary featuring a 
Parkinson�s support group that Kyoko was attending shortly a�er her husband passed 
away. A�er the support group that evening, Kyoko needed a ride home. It just so 
happened that Chris and Kyoko lived quite close to each other. Since that �rst car ride 
in ����, Chris and Kyoko have been getting together to talk, have meals, and 
work on her house.

Kyoko Naturally has screened at several �lm festivals, winning the Audience Award at 
the ��� - Chicago Film Festival, and the Midwest Director Award at the Milwaukee 
International Film Festival.

Kyoko and Chris are still close friends. �ey see each other a couple times each month. 
�ey drink tea and talk about their busy lives, as well as their hopes for the future. 
Chris now works full-time editing and producing at a Milwaukee �lm company, while 
Kyoko hopes to take classes at the UW-Milwaukee in the near future. 




