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Time/Location: Tuesday; 4:00 to 5:50 pm; Enderis Hall 1080
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is the second course in a two-course capstone sequence. This course will expose students to the process necessary to complete a research project in an applied setting. As a team, students will work with a local organization serving older adults to conduct an interdisciplinary study to enhance the services of the selected organization. The course will require students to participate in team activities that will include two sets of tasks. 

Data Analysis: The class will be organized into teams of 2 to 4 students with each team taking responsibility for some aspect of data analysis. Each student will participate in the data analyses process. The type of analysis will depend on the nature of the capstone project and can be qualitative, quantitative, or and integration of both.
Interpretation and presentation of findings. Through group discussions, the class will interpret the key findings and each student will contribute to a presentation to be given to the community organization and invited guests. Students opting for the second credit will work as a team to prepare a paper for presentation at a local or regional meetings and/or publication in a specialty journal such as Journal of Applied Gerontology or Journal of Gerontological Social Work.
Learning Outcomes

Participation in this course will enable students to:

1. Apply interdisciplinary perspectives on aging to the applied gerontology capstone project.
2. Explain why understanding the heterogeneity of older adults is relevant to the capstone project.
3. Demonstrate an awareness of values, conflicts and ethical dilemmas that occur in conducting applied research.
4. Identify the benefits and challenges of university-community partnerships in applied gerontological research.
5. Demonstrate the ability to work with an interdisciplinary team of students.

6. Use knowledge of established research methods to critically evaluate the literature pertaining to the applied gerontology capstone project.

7. Integrate the literature pertaining to the capstone project to develop the conceptual framework, research design and analysis plan.

8. Use data collected in the class to critically assess the impact of the capstone project from the perspectives of practitioners, consumers, and policy makers.
9. Communicate research findings in written and oral form and in a culturally competent manner to community partners as well as interdisciplinary audiences (locally and/or nationally).
2009-2010 Capstone Project

Approximately 50% of residents in long-term care facilities in the United States have a form of dementia (Magaziner et al., 2000). Many of the staff members in such facilities do not have formalized training in person-centered dementia care. Recent research findings report that staff who hold person-centered attitudes toward dementia care are more likely to report job satisfaction, which in turn is less likely to lead to staff turnover (Zimmerman et al., 2005).  The purpose of the capstone project is to assess the impact of a 9-week dementia training program. The dementia training aims to improve the quality of dementia care through the use of practice-based exercises, interactive activities, media and dialogue focused on the effects of dementia on the individual. The project will assess the extent to which the dementia training program (1) improves person-centered attitudes by staff toward dementia, (2) increases the use person-centered communication strategies between staff and residents with dementia, and (3) enhances job satisfaction. Approximately 60 staff members will participate in the project. A subsample of 14 staff members will have their conversations with residents audio-recorded during routine care tasks. The students will analyze the survey and audio-recorded data that was collected in the fall semester.
Pre-requisites: Enrollment is contingent on completion of the first semester Sociology/Social Welfare 940. Students must choose to enroll in the course for one or two credits at the time of enrollment. Students who enroll in the second credit will contribute to the preparation of a manuscript for joint publication based on findings from the research experience.
Required reading: Reading materials for the spring semester will include background materials about the potential community partner organization and articles identified by classmates to be essential reading for the project. 
Fine, M. A., & Kurdek, L. A. (1993). Reflections on determining authorship credit and authorship order on faculty-student collaborations. American Psychologist, 48(11), 1141-1147.
White, L. (2005). Writes of passage: Writing an empirical journal article. Journal of Marriage and Family, 67(4), 791-798. 
Spring semester grades (Soc/SW 941) (1 credit) 
25% = Contribution to data analysis 
25% = Contribution to interpretation of findings 

25% = Final product (paper, chart or visual aid as appropriate) prepared for class presentation 

25% = Participation in class presentation. 

For students enrolled for 2 credits, 50% of their grade will be determined by their contribution to the joint-authored paper that is prepared for submission. 

Academic Miscount: Student academic misconduct procedures are specified in Chapter UWS 14 and Faculty Document No. 1686 and can be found at: www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/policy/academicmisconduct.cfm
CLASS SCHEDULE 
**To facilitate in-depth discussion and planning sessions, the class will meet for 2-hour sessions twelve times during the semester. Additionally, students will take responsibility for setting a schedule to meet with team members to plan data collection and data analysis activities. 
The schedule listed below outlines the number and types of meetings that will be held. The exact schedule may be altered to reflect needs of the project. The actual class schedule and any changes in it will be posted on D2L.

Dates in bold are meetings held in Enderis 1080.
	Session
	Date
	Topics & Activities

	1
	1/26
	Review:  Scientific Method

Discussion: Analysis Plan (focus is on key questions from community partners) 
Transcription: guidelines

Discussion: dissecting an abstract to learn how to write one

	2
	2/2
	Discussion: authorship guidelines

Discussion: descriptive versus inferential statistics
Transcription: update
Data Analysis: divide data analysis responsibilities

	3
	2/9
	Data Analysis: integrate audio-recorded data
Data Analysis: descriptive statistics, correlations

	4
	2/16
	Data Analysis: descriptive statistics, correlations

	5
	2/23
	Data Analysis: inferential statistics

	6
	3/2
	Data Analysis: report on findings
Draft: abstract for conference (Gerontological Society of America)

	7
	3/9
	Submit: abstract for conference (actual due date is March 15, 2010)

	8
	3/30
	Discussion: interpret findings and develop outline for presentation

	9
	4/6
	Discussion: reflections on study strengths and limitations

	10
	4/13
	Discuss and revise plan for final presentation

	11
	5/4
	First draft: Practice Presentation in class

	12
	5/11
	Present findings to community partners


A team meeting will be called for students enrolled in 2 credits to discuss first draft of final paper.
